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completely lacking in human feeling and love. Olten these
are illegitimate or adopted children, who have never been
wanned and nourished by the psychic atmosphere of a real
father and mother. They suffer from the almost organic
lack of something which every child needs as a vital necessity.
Many children can adapt themselves to foster parents, but
not all; and those who cannot, develop a most self-centred
and ruthlessly egotistical attitude, with the unconscious
purpose of getting some sort of satisfaction through them-
selves in place of that which real parents might have given
them. Such cases are by no means incurable. I saw a boy
who violated his four year old sistef when he himself was seven,
who tried to kill his father when he was nine, but who at the
age of eighteen was developing into satisfactory normality,
despite a diagnosis of incurable moral insanity.
The third group consists of epileptic children—un-
fortunately not rare. It is of course easy to recognize a
true epileptic attack; but what is called petit mat is often
a most obscure and involved condition. For there are no
obvious attacks, only very peculiar and often almost imper-
ceptible alterations of consciousness which, nevertheless,
lead eventually to the characteristic mentality of the epileptic,
with his irritability, ferocity, greediness, his sticky senti-
mentality, his pathological love of justice, his egotism, and
his dire poverty of interests. It is of, course impossible
to make you acquainted with all the manifold forms of
epileptic conditions ; but, in order to give you an idea of the
symptomatology of such a case, I shall mention a young boy
who began to behave strangely when he was about seven
ysars old. The first thing to be noticed was that occasionally
he used abruptly to disappear, later to be found hidden in the
xellar or some dark corner of the attic. It was impossible
to get him to explain why he ran away and hid so suddenly.
Sometimes he would run hurriedly from his play and bury
his face in his mother's skirts. At first these things happened
rarely, and no attention was paid to them. But when he

